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Inside….. 

   President's Riffle  
 
First blood (crude, I know) of the 
year was taken by several mem-
bers at the Lone Lake outing on 
Whidbey Island this past month. 
On behalf of the attendees our 
thanks go out to our Outdoors 

Committee Chairman Ron Dion and his team of helpers. 
       This year the WFFC hosted the outing. A few of the 
Whidbey Island Fly Fishing Club  and some other local 
residents joined us for a bar-b-que lunch. In addition, 
several members of the Evergreen Fly Fishing Club in 
Everett came and didn't even fish - they just came to 
lend a hand! This sport seems to attract some great folks 
and it was fun meeting and fishing with them. Gusty 
winds and sporadic rain put a damper on things, but the 
overhead tarps provided covering for an enjoyable lunch 
of burgers, hot dogs, chips, goodies and the usual liba-
tions. 
     Fishing was a windy, rainy affair, but the fish did not 
disappoint. According to Mark Pratt the best fishing 
occurred between 4:30 and 5:30 when the wind slack-
ened. With strong pulls and long fights these were as 
hardy trout as I've taken anywhere. Chironomids ruled 
the day. Those that came to fish a leech, woolly bugger 
or  Carey Special had to work much harder. 
     I hope that you've had a chance to look at the sched-
ule of outings for the year and managed to put at least 
one or two on your calendar now before it fills up with 
the "urgent" but less important things that invariably 
work their way between you and fishing. Not only do 
you get to spend time doing what you love, but you get 
to do it with folks that are fun to fish with, and probably 
know a thing or two about the place they're fishing. I 
often hear members cite learning as a primary benefit of 
joining our club, then never seem to make an outing. 
Get to at least one this year and I promise that you'll 

come away with new tactics for that water, and a 
deeper bond with members with whom you share 
that time. 
     April's meeting is when we traditionally hand 
out the new club roster for the year. Jim Mac-
Donald has been busy getting photos of members 
that were missing them in previous rosters. Our 
membership chairman Pat Peterman has done a 
great job of getting dues collected and contact in-
formation updated. The roster is ready to print and 
will at the meeting for members to pick up hot off 
the press. 
     I invite you to read the article by Craig Koep-
pler in this issue regarding our search for a new 
meeting facility. The search committee is nearing 
completion of that task and the board will be taking 
their recommendations and making some decisions. 
Now is the chance to provide your input the criteria 
that is most important to you. Let us know, or for-
ever hold your piece. 
     I look forward to seeing you at the meeting and 
enjoying a great presentation from Skip Morris. 
 
Tight lines, 
John Schuitemaker 
President 2007 
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Creel Notes 
...is the official publication of the Washington 
Fly Fishing Club. Subscription is free with 
membership. 
 
Bob Young...Editor and Publisher 
206-323-2189    fishbum@seanet.com 

Club Aims and Purposes 
 
The purpose of this club shall be: 
 
1. To improve and increase the sport of 

Fly Fishing in the State of Washing-
ton. 

2. To promote and work for the better-
ment of trout streams and lakes. 

3. To encourage and advocate the con-
servation and increase of trout in 
state waters. 

4. To promote a campaign of education 
against pollution in streams, lakes or 
Sound waters of the State of Wash-
ington. 

5. To encourage and assist others —
particularly young persons of high 
school age—to become fly fishers 
and true conservationists. 

 
 

President 
John Schuitemaker jschuite@comcast.net 

 
Co-1st Vice President  

Pat Peterman  patpeterman@verizon.net 
 

Co-1st Vice President  
Craig Koeppler  ckoeppler@qwest.net 

 
2nd Vice President  

Keith Robbins  flymooch@aol.com 
 

Secretary 
David Ehrich  rimroq57@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer 

John Huey  john3@vikingbank.com 
 

Ghillie(s) 
Peter Crumbaker  wolf_fenris2nd@hotmail.com 

Jim Macdonald  macdonaldco@msn.com 
 

Trustees 
Kris Kristoferson ‘05   Don Schroder ‘05 
Richard Embry ‘06  Gene Gudger ‘06 

Mike Wearne ‘07  Ed Sozinho ‘07 

The Fly-Fishing WASL 
 
Why should schoolkids have all the fun of taking the WASL? Now you 
can join them by testing your knowledge of fly fishing. This is the first of 
a series of fly-fishing quizzes the Creel Notes will publish from time to 
time, just to keep you old farts on your toes.  
This first quiz is designed to find out how much you really know about 
the WFFC and its members and friends. Ready? Here we go:  
 
1. A Seattle playground is named after this long-time WFFC member. 
Who was he?  
2. This WFFC member had an outdoor show on KING-TV, then later 
owned a fishing camp in British Columbia. Can you name him?  
3. This baseball Hall-of-Famer and big-league manager once brought 
several members of his ball club to a WFFC Wednesday luncheon. Who 
was he?  
4. This WFFC member participated in what may have been history's only 
radio broadcast of a fly-tying demonstration. Who was he?  
5. This well-known WFFC member developed and marketed a device 
called the "hot pot" for heating the interiors of recreational vehicles. Can 
you name him?  
6. Two WFFC members have served as presidents of the Federation of 
Fly Fishers. Who were/are they?  
7. This world-famous hotelier and fly fisher was a guest at a WFFC 
Wednesday luncheon. Can you identify him?  
8. This long-time Creel Notes editor was also famous for his deadly hot-
buttered-rum recipe. Who was he?  
9. This popular member of WFFC entertained campfire gatherings with a 
story about how he gave an enema to a horse. Can you name him?  
10. Twice in its history the Circle W Ranch at British Columbia's famous 
Hihium Lake has been owned by WFFC members. Who were/are they?  
 
(Answers on the next page.) 

WFFC Fly Tier’s Round Table By Dick Brening 
 
     The next round table will be on the 2nd Wednesday in May, May 9th, 
7 to 9 PM. 
It is always fun to be challenged when tying flies so in May let's tie flies 
that require the spinning of deer hair. Of course if that isn’t your forte, 
tie whatever you would like. Surprise us! 
     Place: Mercer Island Covenant Church, 3200 78th S.E. (S.E. corner of 
78th S.E. and SE 32nd). Just south of the Mercer Island business district. 
Off street parking is available off 78th S.E. 
     If you have any questions on directions contact Pete Baird or me at 
the club meeting or give me a call. 
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Status of Club Meeting Re-location 
By Craig Koeppler, Co-1st VP and Relocation Committee Chairman 
 
The search for a new monthly meeting facility is well 
under way. The Relocation Committee has been hard 
at work since January to find a suitable replacement. 
Many locations have been suggested, investigated, 
priced, analyzed and ranked. What has become abun-
dantly clear is that we have been very blessed to have 
the College Club as our current meeting facility. From 
its central location and convenient parking, to food 
service, bar options, storage facilities and overall price 
– it will be nearly impossible to replicate the good for-
tune we have enjoyed these past years at the College 
Club. 
 
This is where you come in. The Relocation Committee 
and the WFFC Board overseeing their work recog-
nizes that whatever facility we choose will more-then-
likely not please all of our membership in every way. 
While we can’t make this a free-for-all selection proc-
ess and get everyone’s input on each location, (the 
term herding cats comes to mind) we can ask you to 
help us prioritize what are the most important criteria 
we should consider. 
 
Here is a short list of the most important criteria 
we’ve been considering: 
Location/Address – An analysis of our membership 
puts the majority of members on the Seattle side vs. 
Eastside, so we’ve been concentrating our search there 
to alleviate travel time in traffic. 
Meeting cost of facility – We anticipate that dinner 
cost will be a factor in how many members choose to 
attend meetings frequently. Understand that we need 
to look at the fully loaded cost which at some loca-
tions may include parking fees, a no-host bar, a room 
rental fee, and taxes on top of the actual dinner cost. 
Anticipated costs are in the $30 to $35 per person 
range. What do you think is maximum acceptable 
price of a dinner excluding drinks and raffle tickets? 
Quality/type of food – Options abound. Some facili-
ties can pare down the meal cost by offering a set buf-
fet of pizza, pasta, and salad bar. Others offer full sit-
down meals. Some are only a meeting facility, requir-
ing us to hire a catering company to prepare the food 
and prep the dining room. 
Ambience of facility – Some facilities are similar to 
the College Club, a professional environment, table-
cloths, large bathrooms, and modern surroundings. 
Other options present a more informal space but 
where we might be able to do some customizing such 
as having some of our heritage pieces on display or be 
able to have the wet fly hour partially outdoors, etc. 

 
So, we need you to weigh-in with your comments on 
this continuum of choices. On one end is the Wash-
ington Athletic Club or Seattle Yacht Club and at the 
other may be a party rental facility in an industrial part 
of town that we can customize. On one end you may 
have table service with fancy food and at the other a 
buffet meal of pizza and salad. On one end you may 
have covered parking for a fee and at the other you 
may have on-street or scattered lots in the vicinity. On 
one hand you may be paying $30 and on the other 
$45. What’s important to you and how would you 
rank them? Is price the overarching concern, or com-
fort? Understand that there are midpoints to some of 
these things, but we need to understand your pain 
points so we choose a facility you’ll enjoy coming to 
each month. 
 
How do you provide constructive input? Send your 
comments to the Relocation Committee. The mem-
bers are: Craig Koeppler, Co-1st  
V. P. & Chairman (ckoeppler@qwest.com);  
Greg Crumbaker (greg@mistymtn.com), Hugh 
Clark (h.clark@comcast.net), and John Huey, Treas-
urer (johnh3@vikingbank.com). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answers to FF WASL:  
1.Waldo (Red) Dahl      
2. Ed Sierer       
3. Ted Williams      
4. Alan Pratt       
5. Boyd Aigner 
6. Errol Champion and Pete Van Gytenbeek 
7. Charles Ritz 
8. Vince Sellen  
9. Fred Dewitt 
10. Pat Kirkpatrick and Bob Bendzak  
 
Score:  
0-4: Try harder to stay awake during club meetings. 
5-8: You need to attend more club outings. 
9-10: Before you know it, we'll be asking questions 
about you! 



For those of you who missed the 
February Meeting here are some 
photos that Jim McDonald pro-
vided to Creel Notes, but which the 
editor failed to include in last 
months issue. 
 

Dave Hawkinson in the spirit of ‘Fat 
Tuesday’ 

 

 
Our speaker offered a toast to Scotlands 

favorite product 
 
 

Four tastes at each place setting 
 
 
 

And now for a complete change of 
scene. The Lone lake outing was a 
little cold and windy and I suspect 
there was a little scotch flowing 
here also. 

Looks like Puget Sound out there 
Below: Mike who? 

Where IS the hot spot? 
 
 
 

Something was ‘finger lickin’ good’ 
 
 

Someone landed a ‘Pratt” fish which was 
a little horny 
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Fishing by the Book; A book 
review by Mike Warne 
 I was probably seven or 
eight when I first went fishing with 
my Grandfather.  While lake fish-
ing with him in Minnesota I re-
member dropping my fishing pole 
over the side of the boat as I had 
nodded off.  I thought the wrath of 
the God would come down on me.  
My grandfather simply shrugged 
his shoulders and said, “Accidents 
happen.”  That memory is still vivid 
today. 
 I found this same sense of 
memory in the two books by How-
ell Raines, Fly Fishing Through a 
Midlife Crises and The One that 
Got Away. 
 The first of these books is 
filled with memories of the author’s 
youth and his experiences with his 
brother and father while they fished 
near the Gulf Coast of Florida.  In 
addition are a series of stories in-
volving his close friend and fly 
fishing mentor Dick Blalock.  The 
author’s friendship with Blalock 
forms the structure for the book.   

 The culmination of the au-
thor’s journalism career was as the 
executive editor of the New York 
Times, a job he assumed on Sep-
tember 5, 2001.  Raines was re-
lieved of this position as a result of 
a plagiarism scandal after twenty 
months.  Of course, none of this is 
in the first book.  While the subject 
of the author’s leaving the New 
York Times is mentioned in the 
second book, the primary focus of 
the book is fly fishing, thank good-
ness. 
About a third of the way into the 
second book the author begins a 
story which involves catching a 
marlin off Christmas Island.  This 
story is the focus of the remainder 
of the book.  This is a great fishing 
story with enough excitement to 
satisfy just about anyone.  The 
reader has a front row seat for this 
adventure. 
 Interspersed in the main sto-
ries are a series of short pieces 
which discuss his youth, life at the 
New York Times, and a variety of 
fly fishing adventures, all interest-

ing. 
 I must confess that prior to 
writing this piece I read several 
book reviews of these two books.  
Most of the reviews were online on 
Amazon.  I do not buy books 
through Amazon so it is not a fa-
vorite web site.  I must say there are 
people in the general public with 
some real anger management is-
sues.  Some readers wanted more 
information about the New York 
Time, some wanted less fly fishing 
stories, and some were simply an-
gry about the liberal media.  In my 
opinion, these are two well written 
books about how fly fishing has 
impacted one person’s life, simple 
as that.    
 The books should probably 
be read together and in order.  I was 
fascinated by the author’s willing-
ness to open up about his emotions 
throughout both books.  Each of 
these books can best be savored in 
big gulps; I would recommend 
them for airplane flights in which 
you have a couple of hours to de-
vote to enjoyable reading. 

 SKIP MORRIS BIO  
Author of 10 books including the following books: 
Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple 
Concise Handbook of Fly Tying 
The Custom Graphite Fly Rod 
Waterproof Fly Fisher's Guide: Western River Hatches  
Morris on Tying Flies 
The Custom Graphite Fly Rod 
The Art of Tying the Bass Fly 
The Art of Tying the Nymph 
The Art of Tying the Dry Fly 
Currently writes the following columns: 
   1. “Morris on Tying,” Fly Fishing & Tying Journal 
   2. "Player to Player," Just Jazz Guitar 
Host of the following instructional DVDs/videos: 
   1. “Fly Tying Made Clear and Simple” 
   2. “The Art of Tying the Nymph” 
   3. “Tying Foam Flies” 
   4. “The Art of Tying the Bass Fly” 
   5. “Fly-Fishing for Bass” 
DVDs in production: 
    1. “Flies for Sea-Run Cutthroat Trout”    

    2. “The Art of Tying the Dry Fly”    
Television: 
     Skip and his wife, Carol, were for three years among the 
regular hosts of the “Fly-Fish Television Magazine” show, 
which was broadcast throughout the US and overseas. In the 
US, it was on the Outdoor Life Network. 
Magazine articles: 
Skip has written and published over 200 articles in the follow-
ing magazines: 
   Fly Rod & Reel, Fly Tyer, Fly Fishing and Tying Journal, Warm-
water Fly Fishing, Just Jazz        Guitar, Fly Tying, American An-
gler,  Salmon Trout Steelheader, Western Outdoors, Fly Fisherman. 
   The fall 1996 issue of Fly Tying magazine contained a fea-
ture article about Skip titled “Skip Morris, the Man in the 
Painting.” 
Fly Patterns 
   Skip’s original fly patterns are tied and distributed by the 
Solitude Fly Company of Alhambra, California. their current 
catalog contains 29 of Skip’s patterns, many in several sizes. 
“The Fly Shop” in California--one of the major fly-fishing 
mail-order houses--carries several of Skip’s patterns in its 
catalog and on its web-site. 



Washington Fly Fishing Club 
P.O. Box 639 
Mercer Island, WA 98040 
www.wffc.com 

Meeting Announcement 

April 17th, 2007 

 
 
Meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month at The College Club, 505 
Madison St.  
The Wet Fly hour begins at 5:30 PM and dinner is served at 6:45 PM 
 
This months’s speaker will be Skip Morris- "Uncommon fish, Uncommon wa-
ters, uncommon methods". Skip’s credentials are impressive. Read more about 
Skip on page 

Stamp 
here 

April, 2007 


